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One of the key issues described 
by many researchers is how to 
overcome the innovation gaps on the 
translational research pathway.  This 
includes identifying barriers on which 
to concentrate, finding funding and 
meeting the right networks.  

These topics are of course covered 
by many conferences, but with ON 
Helix, One Nucleus brings together 
all these elements in one event under 
one roof for one day. Excellence in 
translational research is a core skill 
of many One Nucleus members and 
it seemed entirely appropriate that 
we should showcase that excellence 
to the UK and wider community;  
especially if it will stimulate and 
inspire young and emerging 
companies to follow in the footsteps 
of the people you will hear and learn 
from today.

ON Helix aims to inform delegates of 
how to turn early stage inventions 
and ideas into innovative health 
treatments. We will present the 
UK landscape of the business 
environment, funding, scientific 
and clinical research excellence. It 
will be a unique knowledge-sharing 
environment between academia and 
business.

ON Helix was launched in July 2013 
to great acclaim with Sir William 
Castell, Chair of the Wellcome Trust 
who opened it, describing it as 
‘a great day with a fantastic line-
up (and) a great showcase for the 
strength of biomedical innovation’. 

Sir Mike Rawlins followed up by 
declaring it ‘THE translational event in 
the UK – it’s terrific’. So we decided to 
make it an annual fixture. 

You can expect stimulating keynote 
speeches, exceptional world class 
case study examples of collaborations 
and technologies and plenty of 
networking.

The One Nucleus team and I 
know you will make full use of the 
presentations, debate, networking 
and the exhibitions to catch up with 
old friends and make some new ones, 
update yourselves on trends in the 
sector and create and scope out new 
business opportunities.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our fantastic ON Helix 
Advisory Board for all their support, 
all our sponsors and speakers for 
making it possible and of course you, 
our delegates, for bringing the event 
to life.

I wish everyone an excellent event.

welcome
Harriet Fear
CEO, One Nucleus

Dear ON Helix Participant, 

Welcome to our translational research Conference: ON Helix. 
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MedImmune is the global biologics research and development 
arm of AstraZeneca. Ideally located at the heart of 
the largest biotech cluster in Europe, MedImmune’s 
Cambridge team forms a major R&D hub for respiratory, 
inflammation and autoimmunity; cardiovascular and 
metabolic disease; oncology; neuroscience; and 
infection and vaccines. Building on the legacy of 
Cambridge Antibody Technology, MedImmune 
is committed to Cambridge and is proud 
of its strong and enduring links with the                   
Cambridge community.

MedImmuneCambridge
dedicated to innovation

www.medimmune.com



Sue Dunkerton
Co-Director, HealthTech and Medicines Knowledge Transfer Network

Sue Dunkerton is Co-Director of the HealthTech and Medicines Knowledge Transfer Network (sponsored by the Technology 
Strategy Board), established to support and accelerate innovation in the life sciences sector for human health.  

Sue has a background in materials engineering and, following a career spanning aerospace and electronics, moved into the 
medical sector around 1990.  She has worked in the medical devices and technologies area predominantly, with specialism in the 
KTN spanning assisted/independent living, diagnosis for infectious agents and more recently regenerative and stratified medicine.  

Sue works closely with UK government and particularly the Technology Strategy Board, to help represent business input 
to future technology and innovation strategy.  

Sue sits on a number of bodies to support healthtech businesses in the UK, notably:

• Assisted Living Innovation Platform Steering Group

• Stratified Medicines Innovation Platform Steering Group

• BIS/OLS SME Competitiveness Working Group, 

• NIHR Medical Devices Clinical Studies Working Group

• Institute of Materials Biomedical Applications Division

• EPSRC Strategic Advisory Team for Healthcare

• Medilink UK. 
 
 
 

Geoff Lawton 
Founding Director, INMedD

Geoff Lawton has extensive experience in new medicines discovery in large and small companies. His roles included 
Director of Chemistry within Roche UK, and Vice-president Chemistry and Preclinical Sciences at Roche Palo Alto.  He 
was for five years the research member of the global therapy area strategy planning team for inflammatory diseases, 
aligning research with the clinical development and marketing parts of the business.

Since 2001 Geoff has provided scientific and strategic evaluation and advice on drug discovery as an independent 
consultant to organisations including biopharmaceutical companies, venture investors, CROs, medical research charities 
and academic groups. He was Research Director with Lectus Therapeutics a start-up aiming to deliver next generation 
ion channel  
modulating medicines.

Geoff is a founding director of INMedD, a social enterprise, and is a board member of Antabio which develops new 
drugs to limit bacterial virulence. He also serves on the Scientific Advisory Board of Peakdale Molecular. 

 

Allan Marchington 
Partner, Apposite Capital 
 
Allan Marchington is a Partner and Founder member of Apposite Capital. Apposite is a UK based Venture Capital 
fund with staff in London and San Francisco. Apposite invests on a global basis in healthcare and related areas. Allan 
is a Board member of a number of companies including Ambit Biosciences Inc., Ambrx Inc., RuiYi Inc., Convergence 
Pharmaceuticals, and Calchan Ltd. In addition, Allan is a Board member of the BIA, a member of the Liverpool CEP 
Innovation Board and sits on the Investment committee of the Royal Society of Chemistry.  
 
Allan was formerly a medicinal chemist at Pfizer. In 1997 he left Pfizer to start his own company Cambridge Discovery 
Chemistry, which he grew to over 130 staff. In July 2000 Millennium Pharmaceuticals Inc. bought the company and 
Allan moved to the USA to join the Millennium Management team with responsibility for all technology Investments 
and European operations.  
 
In 2003, he returned to the UK joining Abingworth Management and in September 2005, Allan, with his Partners, 
founded Apposite Capital.

6 advisory board



Alan Palmer
CSO, MS Therapeutics | One Nucleus Board Member

Alan Palmer is an internationally recognised neuroscientist and a serial entrepreneur, whose career has focussed on  
neurodegenerative disorders and their treatment.  Currently, he is (i) a Board member of Cerebroscience Ltd, MS 
Therapeutics Ltd (MST) and One Nucleus Ltd; (ii) a visiting Professor at both University College London and the University 
of Reading; (iii) Life Science Entrepreneur in Residence at the University of Bristol; (iv) a Fellow of the Society of Biology; 
and (iv) a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of both GE Healthcare Medical Diagnostics Ltd and Pharmidex 
Pharmaceutical Services Ltd  
(Pharmidex). Alan has over 100 peer-reviewed papers to his name, 35 of which are highly cited (> 50 citations); total 
number of citations > 6,000. Formerly, Alan was: (i) voted London Biotechnology Network Entrepreneur of the Year; (ii) 
Chairman of the Society for Medicines Research;. (iii) a member of the UK Government’s Biotech Pharma Sector Advisory 
Group; (iv) Group Leader, Wyeth Research Ltd; (v) Principal Investigator, Alzheimer’s Disease Research Centre, University of 
Pittsburgh Medical School  (UPMC); and (vi). Principal Investigator, Head Injury Research Centre, UPMC. He has founded or 
co-founded a number of companies, including Cerebroscience, MST, New Medicines Discovery, Pharmidex, Cerexus, and 
Cerebrus (now Vernalis). 

Keith Tan 

Senior Director of Translational Medicine at MedImmune  
 
Keith Tan is currently Senior Director of Translational Medicine at MedImmune, Cambridge, UK. He trained in clinical 
pharmacology at the University of Cambridge and spent the last 19 years working across research and development 
in the biopharmaceutical industry. He has led multiple clinical projects from first-in-human studies to new drug 
applications and was most recently the site head for Translational Medicine at Pfizer’s European R&D headquarters. 
The major emphasis in Keith’s work is the integrated development and application of translational biomarkers, PK/
PD, clinical trial methodologies, imaging and molecular profiling to deliver personalized medicine. He has worked in 
multiple therapeutic areas, with a focus on Neuroscience in the last10 years.

David Tapolczay
CEO, Medical Research Council Technology Group (MRCT)

Dr David Tapolczay has 28 years experience of R&D management; his past roles include joint worldwide head of chemistry 
for Zeneca agrochemicals and senior manager of chemical development for Glaxo. He was responsible for the rapid growth 
of Cambridge Discovery Chemistry and was a key figure in two successful sales of the company initially to Oxford Molecular 
and then Millennium Pharmaceuticals. Post this last acquisition David was VP of Pharmaceutical Sciences with responsibility 
for over 230 scientists. On leaving Millennium David was a founder of Pharmorphix Ltd which was acquired by Sigma Aldrich 
Fine Chemicals in August 2006. He has also been involved with the start up of 5 companies all of which are still trading and 
one of which has been AIM listed. He was most recently VP of Technology Development for GSK pharmaceuticals and is 
currently the Chief Executive Officer of the Medical Research Council Technology Group (MRCT). 

David has an international reputation in the pharmaceutical industry as well as an outstanding academic track record 
with a considerable number of patents and publications. He was a visiting Professor at Sussex University and has 
previously held the position of visiting lecturer at Nottingham, Reading and Durham Universities and a member of 
both the Technical Opportunities _Panel and the User Panel of the EPSRC. In addition he is a non executive director for 
several biotech companies.

Mark Treherne 

Chief Executive of the Life Science Investment Organisation 
 
Dr Mark Treherne is Chief Executive of the Life Science Investment Organisation, which was established by UK Trade and 
Investment (UKTI) to support overseas investment into the UK: from the earliest R&D collaborations through to clinical 
trials, commercial operations and partnerships. Mark now has over 25 years’ experience of commercialising R&D in 
public and private pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies
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Menelas (Mene) Pangalos 
Executive Vice President, Innovative Medicines and Early Research, AstraZeneca

Mene Pangalos, Ph.D. is Executive Vice President of AstraZeneca’s Innovative Medicines and 
Early Development Biotech Unit.  A member of the company’s Senior Executive team, Mene has 
overall responsibility for the company’s small molecule discovery research and early development 
activities.  Mene, who is a UK citizen with a Greek heritage, has spent much of his career in the US 
and is now based in Alderley Park, UK.

Mene came to AstraZeneca from Pfizer, where he was appointed Senior Vice President and Chief 
Scientific Officer of Neuroscience Research, following the acquisition of Wyeth. Prior to this, he 
was Executive Vice President and Head of Discovery Research at Wyeth and a member of the 
R&D Executive Committee there. Previously, Mene was Vice President of Neuroscience Research 
at Wyeth, and Group Director of Neurodegenerative Research at GSK in the UK. He was a visiting 
research fellow at Mount Sinai Medical Center, where he investigated the mechanisms and 
molecular neurobiology of Alzheimer’s disease. 

Mene completed his undergraduate degree in Biochemistry at Imperial College of Science and 
Technology and earned a PhD in Neurochemistry from the Institute of Neurology, both at the 
University of London. He is a Visiting Professor of Neuroscience at King’s College London’s Wolfson 
Centre for Age-Related Diseases and is on the Innovation Board for the Association of the British 
Pharmaceutical Industry, the Enhancing Value Task Force for CIHE-UK, the Board of the British 
Pharmaceutical Group and the Prime Minister’s Research Champion Group for Dementia. He is also 
a Fellow of the Society for Biology, and a Member of the American Society of Neuroscience and the 
British Pharmacology Society and an Associate of the Royal College of Science.
Mene has been appointed to a four-year term on the UK Medical Research Council (MRC) by the 
Minister for University and Science, David Willetts MP.  Mene will serve a four-year term, beginning 1 
October 2012.

Mene continues to be passionate about science and has published over 120 peer-reviewed articles 
in scientific journals, such as the Journal of Neuroscience, Nature Neuroscience, Neuron and The 
Lancet. He has edited the book “Understanding G-protein coupled receptors in the CNS” as well as a 
number of journal issues focused on drug discovery in the CNS. He serves on the editorial board of 
Neuropharmacology and has been a senior editor for Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience.

Mene has received a number of awards and recognitions. Most recently in 2012 his New 
Opportunities group won the Scrip Award for Collaboration of the Year with the MRC. In 2008 the 
New York Academy of Sciences awarded him an Innovation in Industry award. Mene has been 
named one of the six most distinguished pharmaceutical scientists of 2008 by R&D Directions 
magazine, the leading publication focused on pharmaceutical research and development. In 2007, 
R&D Directions magazine selected his Wyeth group as having the Best Central Nervous System 
Pipeline as part of the magazine’s annual Top 10 Pipeline Report. Mene also won the 2006 Scrip 
Award for Collaboration of the year with the ANRG.

Professor Sir Tom Blundell
University of Cambridge

Professor Sir Tom Blundell, FRS, FmedSci, Department of Biochemistry at Cambridge
Tom researches on molecular and structural biology of receptor activation, signal transduction 
and DNA repair, important in cancer and other diseases. He has published 540 research papers, 
including 30 in Nature. 

He was founding CEO, BBSRC 1991-1996 (Chair 2009 -); Chair, Royal Commission on Environment 
1998-2005: Deputy Chair, Institute Cancer Research since 2008; President UK Science Council since 
2011. 

He has written extensive software for and developed new approaches to structure-guided and 
fragment-based drug discovery. In 1999 he co-founded Astex Therapeutics, an oncology company 
sold in 2013 to Otsuka for $886 million. 

In his acdemic lab he focuses on design of antimicrobials for tuberculosis (FP7 MM4TB, Gates HIT-
TB) and targeting protein-protein interactions for cancer therapeutics.
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Hermann Hauser, CBE  
Amadeus Capital Partners

Serial Entrepreneur and Co-founder of Amadeus Capital Partners, Dr Hermann Hauser CBE has 
wide experience in developing and financing companies in the information technology sector. 
He co-founded a number of high-tech companies including Acorn Computers which spun out 
ARM, E-trade UK, Virata and Cambridge Network. Subsequently Hermann became vice president 
of research at Olivetti. During his tenure at Olivetti, he established a global network of research 
laboratories. Since leaving Olivetti, Hermann has founded over 20 technology companies. In 1997, 
he co-founded Amadeus Capital Partners. At Amadeus he invested in CSR, Solexa, Icera, Xmos and 
Cambridge Broadband.

Hermann is a Fellow of the Royal Society, the Institute of Physics and of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering and an Honorary Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge. In 2001 he was awarded an 
Honorary CBE for ‘innovative service to the UK enterprise sector’. In 2004 he was made a member of 
the Government’s Council for Science and Technology and in 2009 took over the Chair of the East of 
England Stem Cell Network (EESCN) and became a member of the Government advisory panel for 
New Industry/New Jobs.

Hermann Hauser has honorary doctorates from the Universities of Loughborough, Bath and Anglia 
Ruskin.

Sir Gregory Winter 
Master, Trinity College, Cambridge

Sir Gregory Winter, is a genetic engineer and is best known for his research and inventions 
relating to humanised and human therapeutic antibodies. 

Sir Gregory is a graduate of Trinity College and was a Fellow. His research career was based 
almost entirely in Cambridge at the Medical Research Council’s Laboratory of Molecular Biology 
and the Centre for Protein Engineering, and during this time he also founded three Cambridge 
biotech companies based on his inventions: Cambridge Antibody Technology (acquired by 
AstraZeneca), Domantis (acquired by GlaxoSmithKline) and Bicycle Therapeutics. Sir Gregory 
is a non-executive Director of Bicycle Therapeutics, and a Trustee of the Newton Trust, the 
Cambridge Commonwealth Trust, the Cambridge Overseas Trust and the Kennedy Trust for 
Rheumatology Research.

Sir Michael Rawlins 
Chair of Eastern AHSN and President of the RSM

After obtaining his undergraduate medical degree at St Thomas’ Hospital in 1965, Sir Michael 
completed his post-graduate training in clinical pharmacology and general medicine at St 
Thomas’, Hammersmith and the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm.

From 1973 to 2006, Sir Michael was the Ruth and Lionel Jacobson Professor of Clinical 
Pharmacology at Newcastle University, where he undertook research into the safety and efficacy 
of new and established pharmacological treatments. At the same time he was consultant 
physician to the Newcastle University Hospitals where he practised clinical pharmacology and 
general internal medicine.  He also held the position of consultant physician and consultant 
clinical pharmacologist to the Newcastle Hospitals NHS Trust.

He became a member of the Committee on Safety of Medicines in 1980 and served as chairman 
from 1993 to 1998.  He was appointed chairman of the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs 
in 1998 and served until 2008. 

Sir Michael has been chairman of the National Institute of Health & Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
since its formation in 1999. He is also an Honorary Professor at the London School of Hygiene 
and Tropical Medicine, University of London, and Emeritus Professor at the University of 
Newcastle upon Tyne.

He has delivered the Bradshaw (1986), William Withering (1994), Samuel Gee (2006), and 
Harveian (2008) lectures at the Royal College of Physicians.  He was awarded the Hutchinson 
Medal in 2003, the Galen Medal in 2010, and a Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
International Society of Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research in 2011.  In 2010 he 
established the All-Party Parliamentary Group for Huntington’s disease in the UK Parliament.

He was appointed Knight Bachelor in 1999 for services to the improvement of patient protection 
from the side effects of medicinal drugs.
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      08:00 – 08:45  Registration

 10:30 –11:05      Tea/Coffee break, exhibitor visits 

08.45 - 09.00

09:00 – 09:30

11:05 - 11.20

11:20 - 11.30

Harriet Fear 
CEO, One Nucleus

Chair 
Sir Mike Rawlins 
Chair of Eastern AHSN | President of the RSM

Hermann Hauser 
Cambridge serial entrepreneur and VC

  12:30 –13:40        Lunch, exhibitor visits, networking

17:00–18:30       Drinks reception

 
Professor Sir Tom Blundell 
University of Cambridge
 
Sir Gregory Winter 
Master, Trinity College, Cambridge

Enabling translational research in the UK

15:45 –16:45

15.10 –15:45       Tea/Coffee break, exhibitor visits 

This stream will feature a round table discussion between key enablers of 
translational research in the UK. The speakers will share their experience of 
supporting translational research projects and discuss ideas to address the 
challenges identified during the day.

 
Chair 
Tim Mitchell, Sareum 
Sareum

Panellists
Andrew Sandham 
Syncona Partners

Deborah Harland 
SROne

Ann Mills-Duggan 
Wellcome Trust

Clive Stanway 
Cancer Research Technology

Oliver Rausch 
NIHR (NOCRI)
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VIP Panel debate: Is translational 
research working in the UK?

agenda

Welcome from One Nucleus

Panellists

Introduction from the Chair - Large 
pharma needs

Using epigenetics to identify and 
validate novel methods for the 
modulation of Pain signalling pathways

11:30 - 11:40 Pioneering preclinical drug development 
with human stem cells

Rachel Grimley 
Neusentis

This session will focus on:

- Current approaches to target identification for innovative medicines

- What data package constitutes target validation in the eyes of a  
  pharmaceutical company

- Which technologies are enabling researchers to secure the required data

Rob Pinnock 
Merck Sharp & Dohme

Stephen Minger 
GE Healthcare

What makes a good target?

11:40 - 11:50 What can RNA interference 
experiments tell us about the 
requirement for CRAF in KRAS mutant 
lung cancers?
Jon Moore 
Horizon Discovery

11:50 - 12:00 Drug targets - An overview of 
historical success and protein kinase 
inhibitors - successes and attrition
John Overington 
EMBL-EBI 

09:30 –10:30

Mene Pangalos 
Executive Vice President Innovative 
Medicines and Early Research, AstraZeneca

Keynote address: Creating an 
environment where science thrives

12:00 - 12:30 Panel discussion and Q & A with the 
Chair and speakers

13:40 –13:50

14:35 –14:50

14:50 –15:10

Turning Japanese - Monetising discovery 14:05 –14:20

 14:20–14:35 Britain’s Got Talent – Finding the next 
super STAR medicine!

MedImmune-Immunocore, what drove 
the deal?

13:50 –14:05

Philip Oliver 
MedImmune

This stream will feature interactive case studies from 
companies who have successfully translated assets from 
their technology. They will share their stories of how 
they packaged the asset/s they developed, what the key 
decision making points were and how they used networks 
to help achieve success. 

Introduction from the Chair
Roger Bone 
Johnson & Johnson London Innovation Centre

Case Studies

Harren Jhoti 
Astex Pharmaceuticals

David Witty 
Convergence Pharmaceuticals  

Trevor Perrior 
Domainex

Panel discussion and Q & A with the 
Chair and speakers

Partnerships in pain research – a 
convergent strategy for success



1 MRC Technology 

2 Cambridge Research Biochemicals 

3 Asterand 

4 Babraham Institute Enterprise 

5 Prosynth  

6 Grundon Waste Management  

7 Boyds 

8 S-Tech Insurance 

9 BioChemical Society 

10 KISS Communications 

11 Sigma Aldrich 

12 ChemoMetec 
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Philip Oliver 
MedImmune

Introduction from the Chair
Roger Bone 
Johnson & Johnson London Innovation Centre

Harren Jhoti 
Astex Pharmaceuticals

David Witty 
Convergence Pharmaceuticals  

Trevor Perrior 
Domainex



Roger Bone
Vice President, Transactions, Johnson & Johnson London Innovation Center 
 
Roger Bone is Vice President, Transactions, for J&J London Innovation Center. In this post, his responsibility is to 
negotiate terms and contracts for academic, biotechnology and venture capital deals.  Prior to this role, Roger was 
Vice President Scientific Affairs within New Ventures business development.  Roger was formerly Global Head, 
Research Capabilities with responsibility for chemistry and enabling technologies supporting therapeutic area 
discovery efforts.

In the past, Roger has also held the responsibility of research and early development teams in Spring House, PA 
and was engaged in discovery through clinical proof of concept.  Roger also acted as Senior Vice President of R&D 
for 3-Dimensional Pharmaceuticals (3DP), which was acquired by J&JPRD in 2003.  Prior to 3DP, Roger was Senior 
Research Biophysicist with Merck Research Laboratories.  

Roger received a B.S. degree in chemistry from Purdue University and a Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and completed post doctoral work at the University of California at San Francisco. 

Rachel Grimley
Epigenetic Exploratory Lead, Neusentis
 
Rachel obtained a First Class Honours degree in Biochemistry from the University of Birmingham, prior to studying 
for a PhD in Enzymology. Following post-doctoral studies at the University of Oxford, Rachel transitioned into Drug 
Discovery research, working at Pfizer and subsequently GSK, where she led the Biochemistry Section within the 
Biological Reagents and Assay Development Group; this was her initial foray into the exciting area of epigenetic 
drug discovery, working in partnership with the Epinova team. Rachel now leads the Epigenetic Exploratory Team 
at Pfizer Neusentis, investigating the role of epigenetic mechanisms in signalling cascades of pain and sensory 
disorders.

 

Deborah Harland 
Partner, Vice President Business Investments, SR One
 
Deborah joined SR One in 2005 to establish the firm’s European investment office.  She brings to SR One 
extensive operational, drug development and licensing experience gained through numerous roles held in 
clinical development, medical affairs and business development during her more than 20 year tenure in the 
pharmaceutical industry.  Deborah is currently a member of the Board of Directors of Mission Therapeutics Limited,   
Protaffin  AG,  Bicycle Therapeutics Limited, f-star and VHsquared Limited.   She   was   previously a member of 
the Board of Directors of Addex  Pharmaceuticals  (IPO,  SIX Swiss Exchange, 2007), Pharmakodex Limited (sold 
to Orexo) and Syntaxin Limited (sold to Ipsen) and an observer on the Boards of Ablynx (IPO,  Euronext  Brussels 
2007) and 7TM Pharma.  Deborah received her BSc. (Hons.) in Pharmacology from the University of Bath, her PhD 
in Pharmacology from the University of London, and her MBA from Henley Management College. 

Harren Jhoti 

President & CEO of Astex Pharmaceuticals
 
Harren Jhoti is President & CEO of Astex Pharmaceuticals which was acquired in 2013 by Otsuka Pharmaceuticals 
for $886m and now operates as a wholly-owned subsidiary. Dr. Jhoti was awarded the Prous Institute-Overton 
and Meyer Award for New Technologies in Drug Discovery by the European Federation for Medicinal Chemistry 
in 2012 and was also named by the Royal Society of Chemistry as “Chemistry World Entrepreneur of the Year” for 
2007.  He has published widely including in leading journals such as Nature and Science and was also named by 
the World Economic Forum a Technology Pioneer in 2005.  Dr. Jhoti currently serves on the board of the BIA, the UK 
BioIndustry Association.
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Ann Mills-Duggan
Business Development Manager, Wellcome Trust
 
Dr Ann Mills-Duggan joined the Wellcome Trust in 2010. She is a member of the Innovations Division which awards 
over £80M a year of translational research funding to not-for-profit organisations, and private and public companies. 
Ann heads Seeing Drug Discovery which focusses on small molecule drug discovery and development. Many of these 
awards have been the subject of onward partnering with the pharmaceutical industry, venture capital and public-
private partnerships. Dr Mills-Duggan has research, licensing, venture and alliance management expertise gained from 
over twenty years in the pharmaceutical industry; most recently with UCB and previously with GlaxoWellcome and 
GlaxoSmithKline.

Stephen Minger
Chief Scientist, Cellular Sciences, GE Healthcare
 
Dr Stephen Minger was appointed the Global Director for Research and Development for Cell Technologies at GE 
Healthcare in September 2009. Stephen received his PhD in Pathology (Neurosciences) in 1992 from the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine in New York City. After post-doctoral work in central nervous system gene therapy, neural 
transplantation and neural stem cell biology at UCSD he moved to the UK in 1996 and was appointed a Lecturer in 
Biomolecular Sciences at King’s College London in 1998. He was appointed a Senior Lecturer in Stem Cell Biology in 
2005 and was the Director of the Stem Cell Biology Laboratory from 2002 until joining GE Healthcare in 2009.  Stephen 
is currently the Chief Scientist for Cellular Sciences, GE Healthcare Life Sciences, and is responsible for long-term global 
research strategy for technology development in cell therapy, regenerative medicine, cellular technologies, in vivo 
diagnostic imaging and molecular pathology/personalised medicine.

Tim Mitchell 
CEO, Sareum
 
Dr Tim Mitchell is CEO of Sareum, a drug discovery and development company focusing on cancer and autoimmune 
disease. Tim co-founded Sareum in 2003 and floated it on the AIM market of the London Stock Exchange in 2004. 
Previous roles include Director of Structure-Based Discovery at Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Director of Computational 
Chemistry at Cambridge Discovery Chemistry, and Team Leader at SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals. Tim has a PhD 
in Computational Chemistry and a BSc in Chemistry. 

Jon Moore 

Vice President Oncology and CSO, Horizon Discovery 
 
After a PhD on the enzymology of aromatic amino acid biosynthesis and a short postdoc focussed on mitotic kinesins, 
the bulk of Jon Moore’s postdoctoral career with Sally Kornbluth and Tim Hunt was spent investigating the mecha-
nisms and functional consequences of the nucleocytoplasmic transport of CDK/cyclin complexes. He then moved into 
oncology drug discovery at Vernalis (Granta Park) where he spent 10 years supporting the discovery of small molecule 
inhibitors of a variety of kinase targets. In October 2012 he joined Horizon Discovery to manage its portfolio of Target 
Validation alliances and was appointed CSO at the start of this year.  

 

13speaker profiles





Philip Oliver 
Director, Partnering and strategy, MedImmune 
 
Philip recently joined Medimmune’s BD and licensing team and his prime focus areas are leadership of large molecule 
Neuroscience partnering, and the execution across all therapeutic areas of strategic academic research collaborations with 
leading UK and EU institutions such as Cambridge University – where he also acts as Entrepreneur in Residence. He is a 
highly experienced pharma senior executive who has brokered over 60 collaborations deals in Oncology, Neuroscience, 
Cardiometabolic and Autoimmune disease via has past leadership of European partnering for a major pharma, and 
in management consultancy. Philip has extensive knowledge of the European pharma, academic and  investment 
environment and of innovative collaboration and shared risk models. 
 
 

John Overington 
Drug Discovery Informatics Researcher, EMBL-EBI 
 
John studied Chemistry at the University of Bath, where he graduated in 1987. He then studied for a PhD at Birkbeck 
College, University of London in the Department of Crystallography - whilst there, he was involved in developing 
automated approaches to protein modelling, contributing to the development of the software programmes COMPOSER 
and MODELLER, however his major research was on sequence-structure relationships, exploring the constraints applied by 
the local physical environment of a residue in its mutation patterns (JOY and HOMSTRAD). After completing his PhD, John 
held a postdoctoral position at the Imperial Cancer Research Fund extending this research.  
 
John then joined Pfizer, originally as a computational chemist, progressing to a role where he led a multidisciplinary group 
combining rational drug design with structural biology. During this time, John became fascinated by the reasons for 
target/drug attrition, and the falling productivity of the entire pharmaceutical industry.  
 
John then moved to a small biotech company, where he developed a series of platforms to improve drug discovery, 
including the SAR database StARLite. In 2008, John was centrally involved in the transfer of this database to the EMBL-
EBI, where the successor is known as ChEMBL, a large Open database of drug discovery data. More recently, the work has 
extended into patent informatics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Perrior 

Research Director, Domainex 
 
Trevor was a student and researcher at Cambridge, Oxford, and in the USA.   He went on to hold a number of senior 
R&D roles in ICI, Zeneca, AstraZeneca and Celltech, working on sites in the UK, USA, and Switzerland. In 2007 he became 
Research Director at Domainex, a Cambridge-based drug discovery company and CRO.  
 
Trevor has led drug discovery teams that have delivered over twelve development candidates across several therapeutic 
areas. He is also a scientific consultant to a number of venture capital and charitable funds and he is the Visiting Professor 
of Medicinal Chemistry at the University of Sussex. 
 
 

Rob Pinnock 

Director, Business Development & Licensing, MRL United Kingdom, Ireland, Portugal and Spain 
 
Rob joined MSD’s licensing team in Sept 2007 and since mid 2008 his remit is to identify partnering opportunities in the 
UK, Ireland, Portugal & Spain.  
 
Before joining MSD Rob worked for a year in Cambridge University on neuronal injury & prosthetics. He spent time in 
Biotech between 2004-6, advancing programs in CV, metabolic disease & pain from concept to clinic. Previously he held 
positions of increasing seniority in Parke Davis, Cambridge, UK, until their acquisition by Pfizer.  In 2001 he moved to 
Pfizer research laboratories in Ann Arbor, Michigan, as senior director for CNS Molecular Science. Collaborations were 
an important part of Rob’s mandate at Parke-Davis / Pfizer.  Before he joined the pharmaceutical industry Rob trained in 
Southampton & spent several years as a research fellow at the MRC and University of Cambridge. 
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Oliver Rausch 
Programme Director, NIHR Office for Clinical Research Infrastructure (NOCRI) 
 
Oliver Rausch is Programme Director at the NIHR Office for Clinical Research Infrastructure (NOCRI). As Programme 
Director, Oliver is responsible for the NIHR Translational Research Partnerships and other industry-focussed NIHR 
programmes in translational research. The TRPs were established to support collaboration between companies, the NHS 
and academia in early and exploratory translational research. They provide an internationally unique approach to drive 
translational research in defined therapeutic areas such as inflammation. The TRPs are establishing a new model for 
industry to take on the challenges of early drug, device and diagnostic development.. 
 
Oliver joined NOCRI in July 2012, bringing over fifteen years’ of drug discovery experience in Neurology, Oncology and 
Inflammation from organisations such as GlaxoSmithKline, UCB Celltech and Cellzome. Prior to joining NOCRI, Oliver held 
the position of Vice President Biology at Cellzome. He holds a degree in Biochemistry from the Free University in Berlin and 
a PhD in Biochemistry and Cell Biology from the Institute of Cancer Research in London. 
 
 

Andrew Sandham 
Partner, Syncona Partners 
 
Andrew is a Partner of Syncona Partners LLP. Previously he was a co-founder, Chairman and CEO of Kymab. He has played 
a key role in building successful businesses in pharmaceutical discovery and development in Europe and the USA, serving 
as a founder and executive of Cantab Pharmaceuticals, Hexagen, Signature BioScience and Ionix Pharmaceuticals. He has 
also served as non-executive Chairman of Syntaxin and Novacta Biosystems, non-executive director of Synosia and was a 
venture partner with Abingworth LLP. Andrew is currently also Chairman of Bicycle Therapeutics, a non-executive director 
of PBL and serves on the Cambridge Enterprise Seed Funds Investment Committee. He holds a degree in Chemistry from 
University of East Anglia and a Diploma in Marketing from Chartered Institute of Marketing. 
- See more at: http://www.synconapartners.com/team/#sthash.0dmjZ9Ak.dpuf

Clive Stanway 
Chief Scientific Officer, Cancer Research Technology 
 
Clive is responsible for the external scientific profile of Cancer Research Technology (CRT) as well as the strategic analysis 
and development of the CRT project portfolio. Before moving to this role, he led the drug discovery and biotherapeutic 
discovery activity of CRT. Prior to the formation of CRT in 2002, he was Director of Project Development for Imperial Cancer 
Research Technology. He has 5 years’ industry experience in drug discovery gained whilst working for Xenova and Prolifix. 
In Clive’s academic career, he held several postdoctoral positions at Oxford University, has a PhD from Imperial College and 
a BSc from Nottingham University.

 
 
 
 
David Witty 
Director of Chemistry and Operations Manager, Convergence Pharmaceuticals  
 
David ‘got the bug’ for drug discovery more than 30 years ago synthesising adrenoceptor antagonists in a gap year 
before university.  He has spent the past two decades designing drugs for Infective, Metabolic and CNS disorders, 
leading programmes on enzyme, receptor and ion channel targets, mainly at GlaxoSmithKline. During the past ten years 
he has concentrated on Pain therapies and the application of IT in drug research. In 2010, he and colleagues founded 
Convergence Pharmaceuticals, a Pain-focussed R&D company based in Cambridge, where he is Chemistry Director and 
Operations Manager.  David is Chair of the SCI’s Fine Chemicals Group and Editor of Progress in Medicinal Chemistry.

16 speaker profiles



genesis 2014

London’s premier
Life Science & Healthcare
networking conference

9 December 2014

Queen Elizabeth II  
Conference Centre 
Westminster, London, UK 

genesisconference.com



Babraham Institute Enterprise Limited 
(BIE) is the wholly-owned trading arm 
of the Babraham Institute, and supports 
the commercialisation of the Institute’s 
science. BIE manages and commercialises 
the Institute’s intellectual property 
portfolio. It also facilitates collaborations 
between the Institute and industry, and 
arranges access to the Institute’s expertise 
and scientific facilities and services. 

The Babraham Institute undertakes 
innovative life-sciences research to 
discover the molecular mechanisms that 
underlie normal cellular processes and 
functions, with the aim of improving 
lifelong wellbeing and healthy ageing. It is 
based on the Babraham Research Campus 
near Cambridge, which is also home to 50 
early-stage biomedical companies. 
 
Stand 4

Boyds was established in 2005 and 
provides a range of expertise and 
skills central to the development of 
pharmaceutical & biotechnology 
medicinal products and medical devices. 

We are based in the UK with offices 
located in Cheshire and Cambridgeshire.

Our consultancy services offer a cost-
effective solution for those requiring 
expert assistance in order to expedite 
development, add value to their product 
and reach those milestones. 

We have expertise in the development 
and commercialisation of medicinal 
products across a broad range of 
therapeutic areas.

Professional Services
• Product Development
• Regulatory Affairs
• Regulatory Medical Writing
• Statistics and Data Management
• Medical Monitoring Support
• Business Support
• Training
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Chemometec develops, manufactures 
and sells high quality automated cell 
counters and advanced cell analyzers to 
help streamline processes for maximum 
efficiency. Our instruments are widely 
used in fields such as cancer and stem 
cell research and production and quality 
control of a number of products such as 
pharmaceuticals, beer, animal semen and 
milk. Our products are held in high regard 
because of their high quality and precision 
as well as the “ease of use” advanced 
cell analysis. We value our customers. 
Therefore our policy is “no hidden costs” - 
no extra service agreements, high level of 
support and free software updates.
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With a network of over 50,000 members 
worldwide, the Royal Society of Chemistry 
is the world’s leading chemistry 
community, advancing excellence in 
the chemical sciences – for the benefit 
of science and humanity. The Society 
of Biology is the professional body for 
biologists; our vision is of a world that 
understands the true value of biology and 
how it can contribute to improving life 
for all. The Biochemical Society exists for 
the advancement of the molecular and 
cellular biosciences, both as an academic 
discipline and to promote its impact on 
areas of science including biotechnology, 
agriculture, and medicine.
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Cambridge Research Biochemicals 
offer over 30 years of experience in the 
production of custom peptides and 
custom antibodies. Peptide synthesis 
is performed in house and complex 
modifications can be carried out. CRB 
also offer a custom labelling service 
for peptides, antibodies and proteins 
and also distribute the Peptide Nucleic 
Acid (PNA) products of Panagene Inc. 
Europium labelling is a recent addition to 
the portfolio and radiolabelling services 
are also offered. Antibody production 
includes both polyclonal and monoclonal 
and can be against protein or peptide 
immunogens.
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Asterand is the leading global provider 
of high quality, well characterised human 
tissue and human tissue-based research 
solutions. Our mission is to provide 
human-based solutions to accelerate 
the identification and validation of drug 
targets and enhance the selection of drug 
candidates.

Our expertise has been further 
strengthened following our merger 
with Stemgent in July 2012. Stemgent 
(founded in 2008) develops and markets 
proprietary tools and services to advance 
the application of human pluripotent 
stem cell research. 

Asterand is uniquely positioned to 
provide a comprehensive approach to 
meet the research needs of academia, 
and pharmaceutical, biotechnology and 
diagnostic companies.  
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MRC Technology (www.mrctechnology.
org) is an independent life science 
technology transfer charity, offering 
professional services to organisations 
within the academic, charity, 
biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
sectors globally. Services include 
IP management and research and 
development for diagnostics, small 
molecules and therapeutic antibodies. 
MRC Technology bridges the gap 
between basic medical research 
and commercialisation, helping 
early discoveries progress to clinical 
application.
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KISS is the creative agency with specific 
and in-depth expertise in applying 
consumer insight to Science and 
Technology communications. Our 
ability to cut through complexity and 
successfully deliver a single-minded 
proposition has been instrumental in us 
winning a broad range of blue chip, SME 
and disruptive start up clients.

We work with ambitious brands that 
believe they can make the world a better 
place and need an agency that can match 
these ambitions, clients include: Bayer 
CropScience, IXICO, One Nucleus, Horizon 
Discovery, Biochrom, The Technology 
Partnership, PraxisUnico, SBRI, Health 
Enterprise East, Agalimmune, Royal 
Society of Chemistry, Argenta, BioFocus, 
Johnson Matthey and Alimentary Health.

With offices in Cambridge, London 
and Oxford, we are strategy-led and 
successfully integrate branding, 
advertising, design, digital, public 
relations and trade show services.

Please contact: Laura Brown T: 0208 12345 
75 laura@kisscom.co.uk
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S-Tech has supported life science and related 
industries since 1982 by arranging insurance 
cover against a wide range of asset, liability 
and financial risks.  We work with you to fully 
understand your business risks to achieve the 
widest possible insurance protection.  We are 
independent insurance brokers with access 
to insurance markets in the UK, Lloyds and 
overseas.  Our clients range from start-up to 
international organisations both in the UK 
and abroad.  We offer One Nucleus members 
discounts off standard policy premiums and 
additional member benefits; please check 
the support supplier details on the ‘Our Offer’ 
tab at www.onenucleus.com.
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Grundon is one of the UK’s leading 
suppliers of integrated waste 
management and environmental services 
to the research industry, working in 
partnership with customers to help 
minimise the financial and environmental 
impacts of their waste.  

Our distinctive approach, developed 
over the past 85 years, is underpinned 
by our commitment to quality of 
service, innovation and technical 
progress, together with a genuine 
and demonstrable concern for the 
environment.

We provide a total waste management 
solution for the reduction, reuse, 
recycling, recovery and disposal of waste, 
delivered via a combination of specialist 
services, contract management and the 
operation of our own facilities.
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ProSynth you will find a truly collaborative 
translational research partner.  Based 
in the UK we are dedicated to chemical 
synthesis: researching, developing and 
producing the materials of interest to you 
in a timely manner; enabling an early Go / 
No Go decision.  

We understand the importance of 
delivering on time, on budget and to 
specification meeting the need for 
faster, more targeted early phase clinical 
development.  

ProSynth are the synthesis partner - 
supporting your chemical needs and 
providing a focused chemical production 
resource.  Helping to drive your science 
forward and complementing your 
capabilities with our R&D and production 
expertise.  
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Sigma-Aldrich is a leading Life Science 
and High Technology company. Our 
biochemical and organic chemical products 
and kits are used in scientific and genomic 
research, biotechnology, pharmaceutical 
development, the diagnosis of disease and 
as key components in pharmaceutical and 
other high technology manufacturing. We 
have customers in life science companies, 
university and government institutions, 
hospitals and in industry. Sigma-Aldrich 
operates in 35 countries and has over 9,000 
employees providing excellent service 
worldwide.
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